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DESERT AND MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
MEMORANDUM

The Governing Board

%Icﬁ, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

Agenda Item XIV: Consideration of resolution authorizing: 1) an application
for, and acceptance of, a Windward Fund grant for staff involvement in the
Antelope Valley Regional Conservation Framework project, and 2) entering
into a contract with the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority for

staff services.

Joseph . Edmis

June 15, 2016

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing: 1) an application for, and acceptance of, a Windward Fund grant for
staff involvement in the Antelope Valley Regional Conservation Framework project,
and 2) entering into a contract with the Mountains Recreation and Conservation
Authority for staff services.

Background: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) working with
other State agencies and private groups is working on pilot projects called Regional
Conservation Frameworks (RCF). This working group has determined that the
Antelope Valley is an ideal location for such a project. A grant from the Windward
Fund to a company called ICF has funded the preparation of an Antelope Valley
Regional Conservation Framework.

The DMCA has been invited to be on the AVRCF steering committee that will meet
for the first time on June 13". On the June 22™ a meeting for an RCF advisory
committee will be held in Lancaster. The tentative schedule calls for the submittal
of a draft RCF to CDFW in January 2017.

The DMCA is positioned to play a key role in the implementation of the RCF as an
entity to hold and acquire properties and conservation easements. Staff will know
a lot more about potential DMCA roles and timing after the June 13" and 22"
meetings.

The working group desires to provide DMCA with a $20,000 grant to fund staff
involvement in the preparation of the RCF. To provide such staff services the
DMCA would contract with the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority.



