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Ms, Emma Howard

Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
320 West Temple Street

Los Angeles, California 90012

Preliminary Draft Significant Ecological Area
and Hillside Management Ordinance

Dear Ms. Howard:

In the interest of providing you with comments as early as possible, the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy (Conservancy) has reviewed the Preliminary Draft Significant
Ecological Area and Hillside Management Area Ordinance and prepared the following
response. These comments are independent of the Conservancy’s continuing request for
specific expansions of the proposed Significant Ecological Area (SEA) designations. The
Conservancy greatly appreciates your efforts and finds that the proposed Ordinance is
generally well-drafted and should improve protections for the County’s biological
resources. The specific comments and suggestions that follow reinforce the County and
Conservancy’s shared aims. Page numbers refer to the preliminary draft ordinance
published on November 10, 2011,

First, the purpose of the SEA program as written is “to ensure that development activities
in these areas do not unduly compromise the underlying ecological systems of the County
in such a manner that would threaten the future existence of these systems” (page 1, emphasis
added). The Conservancy believes that this is an unnecessarily dire program objective that
does not reflect the high quality of the ordinance that follows. The objective of the
program should be to preserve ecosystem health, not just avert fatal impacts. The
Conservancy recommends the following revision as a statement of overarching program
goals: “to ensure that development activities in these areas respect their ecological context
and do not unduly compromise the health and vitality of the County’s diverse ecosystems.”

The Conservancy appreciates that fuel modification is properly considered part of the
development disturbance envelope for SEA purposes. Too often habitat impacts due to
brush clearance is seen as unavoidable instead of factored into building site locations. The
proposed ordinance will effectively consider a development’s impacts in totality and
recommend modification or mitigation as appropriate.
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