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OVERALL DEVELOPMENT TITLE: 
Silverado Power West Los Angeles County 
Project 1: R2011-oo833 (CUP20110OO79, RZC201100005), North Lancaster Ranch 
Project 2: R2011-00798 (CUP201100070), Western Antelope Blue Sky Ranch 
Project 3: R2011-oo799 (CUP201100071), American Solar Oreenworks 
Project 4: R20 11-00807 (CUP20 II00076), Antelope Solar Greenworks 
Project 5: R2011-00801 (CUP201100072), Silver Sun Greenworks 
Project 6: R2011-00805 (CUP201100074), Lancaster WAD 
Environmental Review No. ENV201100109 

PROJECT ADDRESSES: 
Project I: 105th Street West & West Avenue B, Lancaster, CA 
Project 2: I 10th Street West & West Avenue K., Lancaster, CA 
Project 3: 70th Street West & West Avenue 0, Lancaster, CA 
Project 4: 97th Street West & West Avenue I, Lancaster, CA 
Project 5: 120th Street West & West Avenue I, Lancaster, CA 
Project 6: 35th Street West & West Avenue D, Lancaster, CA 

OVERALL DEVELOPMENT APPLICANT: 
Silverado Power, LLC 
44 Montgomery Street, Ste. 3065 
San Francisco, California 94104 

CEQA LEAD AGENCY: 
County of Los Angeles 
Department ofRegionaI Planning 
320 W. Temple Street, Room 1348 
Los Angeles, California 90012 

The County of Los Angeles is the lead agency and will prepare the Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for six proposed solar gcmerating facilities (SOFs) referTed to as the "Overall Development", 
In compliance with Section 15082 ofthe California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, 
the County ofLos Angeles is sending this Notice of Preparation (NOP) to each responsible agency, 



interested parties, and federal agencies involved in approving the proposed Overall Development 
and to trustee agencies responsible for natural resources affected by the proposed Overall 
Development. Within 30 days after receiving the Notice of Preparation, each agency shall provide 
the County of Los Angeles with specific written details 'about the scope and content of the 
environmental infonnation related to the agency's area ofstatutory responsibility. 

The purpose of this NOP is to solicit the views of your agency as to the scope and content of the 
environmental infonnation germane to your agency's statutory authority with respect to the 
proposed Overall Development. Your agency may need to use the EIR prepared by our agency 
when considering your pennit or other approval for the proposed Overall Development. 

Overall Development LosatioD 

The Overall Development is located in the northern portion ofunincorporated Los Angeles County, 
in the western portion of the Antelope Valley. The applicant, Silverado Power. proposes to develop 
six solar generating facilities at six site locations throughout western Antelope ValIey. These six 
sites together would include development of approximately 747.1 acres and would produce 172 
megawatts (MW) of solar power in total. The Overall Development is primarily located on fallow 
unproductive farmland. The area where these sites are located is rural land west of the State 
Highway 14. 

Overall Devel0p.eat DesqiptiOD 

Silverado Power, LLC (Silverado Power) is a utility scale solar photovoltaic (PV) developer 
proposing the development of six solar PV sites (referred to as the Overall Development) addressed 
in this EIR. The Overall Development is located in an area of the western Antelope Valley that was 
historically used for agricultural activities. Production and economic constraints led to the cessation 
of agricultural activities in the area, resulting in disturbed and vacant land. Silverado Power has 
located six SGFs on disturbed and vacant land throughout the western Antelope Valley. 

The Overall Development proposes to increase electricity generated from renewable technology by 
generating 172 MW of electrical energy from the sun. Recent legislation enacted in California 
encourages the development of renewable energy resources to reduce reliance on fossil fuels, 
diversify energy portfolios, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and assist creation of "green" jobs 
witbin the state of California. 

The Overall Development proposes to assist California in meeting the newly established Renewable 
Energy Portfolio Standards (RPS). Senate Bill 14 established RPS targets for California, stating, 
"all retail selIers of electricity shall serve 33 percent of their load with renewable energy by 2020." 
State government agencies have been directed to take all appropriate actions to implement this 
target in all regulatory proceedings, including siting, permitting, and procurement for renewable 
energy power plants and transmission lines. The six sites qualify as an eligible renewable energy 
resource as defined by the California Public Resources Code. 



The Overall Development pr,oposes 'siting to limit impacts to the environment and the local 
community by: 

• 	 Using disturbed land or land that has been previously degraded from prior use 

• 	 Using existing electrical distribution facilities" rights-of-way, roads, and other existing 
infrastructure where possible to reduce the need for new electrical support facilities 

• 	 Limiting impacts to threatened or endangered species or their habitats, wetlands and waters 
of the United States, cultural resources, and sensitive land uses 

• 	 Limiting water use 

Silverado Power has acquired rights to the real properties and filed zoning applications with the 
County of Los Angeles for the six solar sites. Environmental studies, Overall Development siting 
and planning, and interconnection agreements have been ongoing since 2010. The lead agency for 
this document is the County of Los Angeles. Silverado Power has held several meetings in the 
Antelope Valley area to inform the public about all aspects of the Overall Development. The 
Overall Development proposes delivering power to the Southern California Edison (SCE) electrical 
grid beginning inlate 20,13. The SOFs would be constructed in phases, followed by commercial 
operation for an estimated 35 years. 

Each of the six SOFs would be designed and built using the same or similar method. The Overall 
Development would employ a series of photovoltaic (PV) module arrays to convert sunlight into 
electrical energy without the use of heat transfer fluid or cooling water. The facilities would deliver 
the electrical output to the existing regional transmission system. 

The PV modules would convert sunlight into low-voltage direct current (DC) power, which is 
subsequently transformed by an inverter into alternating current (AC) power. The PV modules are 
made of a semiconductor material through which electrons flow to convert light (photons) to 
eleCtricity (voltage). 

Each SOF would consist of the following elements: 

• 	 PVmodules 

• 	 PV Module mounting system 

• 	 Balance ofsystem and electrical boxes (e.g., combiner boxes, electrical disconnects) 

• 	 Electrical inverters and transformers 

• 	 Electrical AC collection system, including switchgear 

• 	 Data monitoring equipment 

• 	 Access roads and chain link perimeter security fencing 

A regionai Operations and Maintenance (O&M) facility to serve all six SOFs would be located in 
an existing permitted space within Los Angeles County. Each SOF requires a CUP from Los 
Angeles County for the construction and operation ofthe SOF. ' 



Environmental Checklist Form (Initial Study) 
County ofLos Angeles, Department ofRegioaal Plaaaing 

Overall Development title: Silyep.do Power West Los Auge1es County ENY No 201100109: Project 1; 
North Lancaster Ranch. Project No. RaD11-00833, CUP No. 201100019; prqject 2: Western An.e Blue 
Sky Ranch· Project No. R2011-0Q798. CUP No. 201100070; Prqject 3: Amerjran Solat, Project No. R2011­
00799, CUP No. 201100071; Project 4: Antelope Solar Gmnworb. Project No. &2011-00807. CuP No. 
201100076: Project 5: Silver Sun Grecnwoa", PrQject No. RZOU-008Ql, Cup No. 2Q11ooo72; Pmjec1 6: 
Lancaster WAD. Project NO. lUQU:OQBQ5. CUP No. 201100074. 

Lead agency name and adckess: Los Agg.eles Cgunty Department of Reginnai Planping 
:220 W Temple St.. Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Contaet Penon and phone number. Carolina Bkogini 213-97+1522 

Overall Development's spoaso,r's name and address: Silverado Pqwet.. ILC 44 Montaomeq Street, 
Ste. :2065,. Sag Francisco. CA 94104 

Overall Development locations: Project 1: lOS· Street West & West Avenue B. Lancaster. CA, APN 
3262-001-006; Ptgject 2; 110· Street West & WestAvenue K. Lancaster. CAr Am 3267-015-001; PrQject 3: 
70th Street West & West Ayenue G. Lancaster. CA, UN 3268-Q18-035. 3268-018-002. 3268-018-036; 
Project 4; 9th Street West & West Aven.ue It Lapca.steJ. CA. APNs 3218-002-018. 3218-002-023, :2203-002­
015. 3203-002-017. :2218-001-002 3218-001-003. 3218-001-004, 32Q3-oo2-011. 3203-002-012. ;2203-002­
013, 3203-002-014.3219-019-011: Project 2; 1zoth Street West & West.Ayenue L Lancaster, CA. UN 3267­
003-001: Project 6! 35th Street West & West Avenue D. Langst"' CA. Am :2115-01Q-004, 
USGSQIUJIiJ: Little Buttes. Del Sur .pd Rosamond 

GIOS8 Acreage: Project Ii 80 acres. Prgject 2: 157 acres. Pmject 3: 135.61 ages. Project 4; 256 acres. 
PrQject 5: 80 acres. Project 6i 313.49 acres· 

General plan designation: Die Antelgpe valley Areawide Geperal Plan desjgnates the locations of 
Projects 1 - 6 as "N1 - Non-Utbg I n U&e1i. 

Community/Area Wide Plan Designation: The Antelope Valley &eawide Gen. Plap deaiiQ3tes the 
loCAtions ofPmjcs;ts t - 6 Nt (Non~Utban 1 0.5 c;1y/aqe) 

Zoning: Project 1: A-1-2 Q"J,bt.t\g&;icult:ure two acres minimum lot mel; Project 2: A-2-S (Heavy 
A,gricultme - five acres minimum lot size); Project 3; A-2-2 (Hea!1 Agriculture two ages mipimum 19t 
size); PtQject 4: 4'\-2-2 (Heavy Agriculture - two acres migimum. lot sizc); Project Si A-2-5 (HeayY 
Agticultural 5 acre minimum lot size); Project 6; D-2-2 Q:>esw-Mguntain - two acres minimum lot me) 

Description of Ovetall Development: Silyemdo Pows;. llC (the "~licant"') proposes to deYelgp six 
solar photoyoltaic genmtiOg facilities (SGFs) in the ngrtbem portion of llpjncw;;potated Los Angeles 
County. These We facilities will collectiyely wver 747.1 acres of fallowed and mostly disturbed agriculh)t!! 
JaneL, apd will ~eDte 172 megawatts (MW) of electricity. For the purpose of this lpitial Smslyt the terms 
"Proiects 1 - 6" and "lli.erallJ2eyelQ~~ to Proiects 1. 2. 3. 4. 5 !lni! tl ~ni! t'h"1t' ...... ,....; .. t ..ri 

http:Silyep.do


gswatioo tie lines. A list of cosmpondjne prQjcct 01llMl and project A_hers ate lSAWl in the Pmj,ect 
Description. 

The Ovsmll Dwgpmeru will consist of cOJl§t:I:1J&tion and Qpeutioo Qf the • SGFs. The SGFs will be 
CQnsu:wa,d in phues and each proj,ect will be Qperated. for an "gmged 35 years. The six SGFs will be 
desipd and built in the same or sUnil.! method and will have .imil!IT pmject sbagcteri,tics. The SGFs will 
ytilize EY technology on fixed-tilt Qr tradeS' mounting _INns. The SGF design incl. a dedicated 
10,QQ()..p1lQn fire water stQnge rank tQ be insraUM and maintaiped at Projects 1 - 6 in compliBpg; with LA 
Countyf'i;e Dqwtment R~on 19 and other applicable Fire Department water rank specificatiQns. A 
tc;aiqnal Operations and Maiotep 3f)ce (Q&M) facility will sette all six SGFs and will be located in an 
giSM' PemUtted space within Los Ang.c1ei Countr. 
The pw;pose Qf the {)yetall Development is to petite 172 MW of clean renewable.. elect:cic energy. p.sjng 
solar EY technology, and to deliyerthe e1ecttic output, on it whQlesale basis. to utility providers. The SGFs 
:srlIl meet the inr.r§!5ing demand for electricit1 ~etated UQUl renewable technQlogy in s\JWort of tecent 
lqislation enactt4 in Yliiomia rocopi;in, the D1l1lti)llc benefits associated with the deye1o,pment of 
renewable eneJ;if resources. These SGFs dbd tQ red:gg;d reUan" Oil fossil fuel sources. diyetsificatipn 
Qf enera1 portfolios. reduction in IlCMbQUSe au eapi§sions• and the creation of (Careen" jQbs within· the 
,tate Qf California, 

The Applicant is teqllest:i.ng it Conditional Use Eermit {CUP} for each Qf the six projects tQ allow fot the 
s;;onstmctiou and operation of the SGFs. AdditiQA&lly, the A,ppJigmt is reqpestiO' a zone; Wange from Zone 
A-1 to A-2 on Pmject 1 to allow for the const:tyction and operation of the SGF. pursuapt to the issuapce of 
I CUP. 

SuttOundiag land uses and setting: Pmjects 1 - 6 are located .in an area of the AntelQPe Valley that had 
primarily been used for farming inpreviQus yeats. However. Qimini!ihed water 'UP. from exten<k<l 
around. water pumpiAg have caused many Cvms to kCMe operation. Thc; tnajprity of the land for the g 
projects waS utjliRd fot farming alth0'9ih all Qf the lands are now cQASideted disMbed or u.nprod:uctive 
qd.cultutalJawi. 

Other public agencies whose approval may be required (e.g.t pem1its, 6nancing approval, or 
participation agreement): 
Ptlbli&A&t1l£1 ApprolflllRetJllind 

Major projects in the area: 
P1T!frt:I/ellS, No. Dtsnipli8l1 lind Smila 

Antelope Valley Solar/Renewable Resources Group - 650 MW/5175
R2010-oo808 acres - Approved October 19,2011 

Antelope Solar 2/Recurrent Energy -10 MW/SO acres - early
R2oo8-oo878 environmental review 

W:ild.flower Green Energy Faun/Element Power - 300 MW/3708 acres ­
R2010-oo256 Notice ofPreparation 

Antelope Solar l/Recurtent Energy - 10 MW/111 acres - early
R2010-00911 environmental review 

Blue Sky Wind Energy Project/Next Era - 225 MW/7500 acres - Notice
R2011-00408 ofPreparation 
R2011-00377 Antelope Solar Faun/Sun Edisoll- 20 MW /320 acres - early 

http:teqllest:i.ng

