
DESERT AND MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Officer

DATE: September 29, 2011

SUBJECT: Agenda Item VIII: Consideration of resolution authorizing acceptance of
donation of fee title on and over APN’s 2561-007-010; 2561-007-012; 2561-007-
007; 2401-032-008; 2561-033-002; 2561-033-003; 2562-004-011; 2562-005-003;
2562-005-004; 2562-005-006; 2562-005-007; 2401-032-003; 2401-032-005; 2401-
032-006; 2401-032-007; 2561-009-005; 2561-009-006; 2561-009-010; 2561-009-
012; 2561-009-016; 2545-018-004; 2546-010-009; 2561-007-013; 2545-018-002;
2546-010-005; 2561-007-016; 2561-007-018; 2561-007-019; 2561-007-021; 2561-
007-022; 2562-004-008; 2401-034-003; 2561-009-007; 2561-009-013; 2561-009-
015; 2561-033-001; 2562-004-006 (portion); 2562-004-014; 2562-006-005; 2562-
006-008; 2562-003-012 (portion); 2562-003-015; and 2561-031-004, La Tuna
Canyon, Verdugo Mountains, City of Los Angeles.

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board adopt the attached resolution
authorizing acceptance of donation of fee title on and over APN’s 2561-007-010;
2561-007-012; 2561-007-007; 2401-032-008; 2561-033-002; 2561-033-003; 2562-
004-011; 2562-005-003; 2562-005-004; 2562-005-006; 2562-005-007; 2401-032-
003; 2401-032-005; 2401-032-006; 2401-032-007; 2561-009-005; 2561-009-006;
2561-009-010; 2561-009-012; 2561-009-016; 2545-018-004; 2546-010-009; 2561-
007-013; 2545-018-002; 2546-010-005; 2561-007-016; 2561-007-018; 2561-007-
019; 2561-007-021; 2561-007-022; 2562-004-008; 2401-034-003; 2561-009-007;
2561-009-013; 2561-009-015; 2561-033-001; 2562-004-006 (portion); 2562-004-
014; 2562-006-005; 2562-006-008; 2562-003-012 (portion); 2562-003-015; and
2561-031-004, La Tuna Canyon, Verdugo Mountains, City of Los Angeles. 

Background:   The subject approximately 600-acre collection of parcels include the
majority of the open space area required by the City of Los Angeles’ 2004 approval
of the Canyon Hills (Whitebird) project in the northern Verdugo Mountains.  The
property is almost entirely in the La Tuna Canyon watershed.  The property was not
required to be a dedication to a public agency. The Mountains Recreation and
Conservation Authority (MRCA) recorded a conservation easement over the subject
area in 2010.  The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy had authorized
acceptance of the fee simple title prior to the close of 2011.  Because of timing 
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working with the State Public Works Board and Department of General Services, the
Conservancy will not be able to meet that deadline promised to the donor for tax
purposes.  

The Conservancy staff has requested that Desert and Mountain Conservation
Authority take title to the property to fulfill that promise to the donor, Whitebird Real
Estate Holdings, LLC.  The DMCA ownership would be short lived with a future
transfer to the MRCA to free the DMCA of any maintenance and liability issues.  The
owner from day one has sought different recipients for the fee simple and
conservation easements. The applicant will be responsible for providing clear title.

The attached map shows how the portion of the donation located south of the 210
freeway links two large protected areas including La Tuna Canyon Park.


