
DESERT AND MOUNTAIN CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Governing Board

FROM: Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Executive Officer

DATE: November 15, 2006

SUBJECT: Agenda Item VIII: Discussion and possible action regarding maintenance of
Desert and Mountain Conservation Authority (DMCA) properties and
contracting with the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority. 

Staff Recommendation: That the Governing Board receive additional verbal reports
from staff and provide direction to staff.

Background:   At the August 9, 2006 Governing Board meeting, a resolution was
adopted authorizing the DMCA to contract with the Mountains Recreation and
Conservation Authority (MRCA) to provide ranger and maintenance services for the
proposed Joshua Ranch project on the west side of Palmdale.  The annual funding
is to be provided by the Joshua Ranch Homeowners Association once DMCA takes
title to the approximately 200 acres.

Soon additional properties will come to the DMCA both with and without funding
sources for operations and maintenance.  The MRCA owns over 3,000 acres in the
Antelope Valley and almost 2,000 acres in the upper Santa Clara River watershed.
The MRCA has sworn rangers and is experienced in maintaining both the most
minimal and most developed park facilities.  The MRCA’s services are available as
funding becomes available if so desired by the Governing Board.

No action is necessary at this time.


