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M e m o r a n d u m

To      : The Conservancy Date: June 1, 2009
      The Advisory Committee

From   : Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Director

Subject: Agenda Item 9(d): Consideration of resolution authorizing (1) adoption of Section 4(f) de
minimus findings for impacts of proposed Interstate 5 HOV/Truck Lane Project on a
Conservancy-owned corner of the Santa Clarita Woodlands park; (2) transfer of jurisdiction
to Caltrans of approximately 0.026 acre area, and (3)acceptance of mitigation funding and
property interests, unincorporated Newhall Area.  

Staff Recommendation:  That the Conservancy adopt the attached resolution authorizing (1)
adoption of Section 4(f) de minimus findings for impacts of proposed Interstate 5 HOV/Truck
Lane Project on a Conservancy-owned corner of the Santa Clarita Woodlands park; (2)
transfer of jurisdiction to Caltrans of approximately 0.026 acre area, and (3)acceptance of
mitigation funding and property interests, unincorporated Newhall Area. 

Legislative Authority: Sections 33203, 33203.5 and 33211(c) of the Public Resources Code

Background:    The Conservancy adopted a comment letter on the proposed I-5 HOV/Truck
Lane project in the summer of 2007.   Part of the project requires the use of a small amount of
Conservancy-owned land adjacent to Interstate 5.  An aerial photo showing that approximate
area is attached.  Caltrans met with staff last year to address the necessary mitigation measures.
When Federally-funded projects have a potential adverse impact on parkland a Section 4(f)
analysis must be done by the project proponent.

Those mitigation measures are well summarized in the attached Section 4(f) De Minimis
Impact Finding that is attached.   In exchange for using a maximum of 0.026 acres of parkland
to widen the freeway, Caltrans proposes to implement the following four mitigation measures:
1)  seek to minimize the amount of required right-of-way setback from any new improvements,
2) provide $65,000 to the Conservancy, 3) customize fencing to aid cross-freeway wildlife
movement, and 4) attempt to acquire a key parcel (APN 2826-025-007) located adjacent to the
subject affected Conservancy parcel.  Staff is attempting to find the new owner of the parcel
who acquired it at a tax sale.  An aerial photograph of the parcel is attached.   Caltrans staff is
also working to design the supports under the new lane to have the least damaging effect on
wildlife movement under the I-5 Gavin Canyon - Old Road undercrossing.  

This mitigation package is solid.  The question is if Caltrans will perform on each of the
measures as presented.  Apparently if funding runs out for a Caltrans project, it is possible that
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the mitigation will not ever get done.  The Conservancy has little recourse.   Nonetheless, the
proposed project is moving forward and the best course appears to be to work closely with
Caltrans to keep the mitigation measure implementation on track.

The proposed action would authorize the Conservancy’s Executive Director, or his assignee,
to sign the attached document.  It would also allow the Conservancy to transfer the necessary
land in fee or easement to Caltrans, to accept an in lieu fee payment, and interests in any land
acquired by Caltrans for mitigation.


