Los Angeles County
Department of Regional Planning

Planning for the Challenges Ahead

NOTICE OF COMPLETION AND AVAILABILITY Bruce W. McClendon FAICP
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT Director of Planning
FOR THE COPPER CREEK NORTH RESIDENTIAL PROJECT
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER 2004071030

County Project Number 03-254
Vesting Tentative Tract Map 47760, Conditional Use Permit, Zone Change, Plan Amendment

The County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning acting in the capacity of "Lead Agency”
under the County Environmental Guidelines, Chapter lll, Section 304, has filed a "Notice of
Completion" of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Copper Creek North Residential
Project. This document has been prepared in accordance with, and pursuant to, the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as amended; Public Resources Code, Section 21000 ef seq.; and
the "Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental Quality Act (State CEQA
Guidelines), California Code of Regulation, Title 14, Chapter 15000 et seq., (including Section 15160).

PROPOSED PROJECT AND SITE LOCATION

The enclosed Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) has been prepared for the above project
located in the unincorporated area of Bouquet Canyon of the County of Los Angeles, approximately
one quarter mile north of Copper Hill Drive and the City of Santa Clarita, and approximately one mile
west of Bouquet Canyon Road. The proposed project site is 4528 acres in size and is currently
vacant, and is accessible from Copper Hill Drive through a dirt road which runs adjacent to Haskell
Canyon Wash which is used to service power lines and towers, and a movie ranch and the National
Forest to the north. The proposed subdivision is for 484 single family residential lots, a public park lot,
an elementary school lot, seven debris basin lots, and a water tank lot. Open space dedications are
also proposed. A conditional use permit, oak tree permit, zone change, general plan and area plan
amendments are also proposed for this project. The project site is also bisected by a 300 to 600 foot
wide Los Angeles City Department of Water and Power (DWP) fee ownership traversing from north to
south. Also, a 600 foot wide Southern California Edison (SCE) easement traverses the site from east
to west at the southern project limit. Grading is proposed for 6.3 million cubic yards of cut and 6.0
million cubic yards of fill, with the excess of 0.3 million cubic yards to be exported to the proposed
Copper Creek South project site (VTTM 43589).

REVIEWING LOCATIONS

The formal public review period for the Draft Environmental Impact Report will be from August 23,
2008 to October 6, 2008 (45 days).

A public hearing on this Draft Environmental impact Report and the proposed project has been
scheduled before the Los Angeles County Regional Planning Commission at 9:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, October 8, 2008 in the Regional Planning Commission Hearing Room, 320 West Temple
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90012. All comments received prior to the closing of the public hearing will
be considered in the Final EIR.
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Alternative 4 - No-School Alternative

Alternative 4 is under consideration in the event that the Saugus Union School District opts to
decline the proposed school site. While this scenario is not anticipated, this alternative
proposes substitution of residential uses in lieu of the currently proposed school location.
Alternative 4 consists of 532 single-family units, one (1) 6.90 acre active public park site, one (1)
1.10 acre water tank lot, seven (7) debris basin lots totaling 5.16 acres, and open space lots
totaling 284.44 acres. This represents a 48-unit increase in single-family residential units
compared to the proposed project. The 48 additional single-family residential units would be
developed in place of the elementary school pad under the proposed project design. Figure 5-5
illustrates the development concept for this alternative. A zone change would be required for
the proposed densities.

Table 5.0.1 summarizes the components of the project alternatives in relation to the proposed
project.

TABLE 5.0.1
SUMMARY OF PROJECT AND ALTERNATIVE COMPONENTS

Single-

family 484 units 0 units 167 units 355 units 532 units
Dwelling

Units

Open Space | 284.44 acres 0 336.7 acres 290.31 acres | 284.44 acres
g;::“c Park 6.90 acres 0 1.6 acres 6.44 acres 6.90 acres
Water Tank | 1.10 acres 0 5.25 acres 5.45 acres 1.10 acres
Lot

Elementary

School Lot 14.62 acres 0 0 0 0

Alternatives Rejected as Infeasible

Pursuant to section 15126.6 (c) of the CEQA Guidelines, an EIR must identify alternatives
considered by the lead agency but rejected as infeasible. One project alternative, a 475-unit
design, has been considered by the applicant, LACDPW and LACDRP, and subsequently
rejected. This alternative consisted of 475 single-family units, an 8.60-acre park site, four (4)
H.O.A recreation lots, a 13.90-acre graded school pad, and open space totaling 263.25 acres.

The 475-unit alternative was originally under consideration as the proposed project design,
however, it was later rejected by the applicant in pursuit of a more biologically and visually
sensitive alternative. Further reasons which lead to the rejection of this alternative include the
substantial amount of grading and residential development that would have occurred in areas
with slopes in excess of 50% grade, as well as large amounts of ridgeline impacts. In addition,
feedback from the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works led to design modifications
to avoid some of the on-site drainages due to the high debris volume potential, and debris basin
impacts. Subsequent revision of the 475-unit alternative has resulted in the current design. The
redesign changed the internal circulation pattern, moved the school site location to a better
location for the first phase development, and reduced ridgeline reductions.
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