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M e m o r a n d u m

To      : The Conservancy                                        Date  : July 7, 2008 
The Advisory Committee

From   : Joseph T. Edmiston, FAICP, Hon. ASLA, Executive Director

Subject: Agenda Item No. 7: Consideration of resolution granting appeal of Chabad of Pacific
Palisades, Inc. (Palisades Jewish Early Childhood Center) from decision of the Executive
Director denying lease extension pursuant to Resolution No. 07-35, Temescal Gateway Park,
Pacific Palisades.*

Staff Recommendation: That the Conservancy refuse adoption of the resolution and thereby
deny the appeal.

Legislative Authority: Section 33206 of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Act
provides, in part:

The conservancy may lease lands acquired in accordance and for purposes
consistent with this division [Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Act].

Background: Pursuant to Section 33212(b) of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Act
the Executive Director administers the affairs of the Conservancy, is responsible to the
Conservancy for program performance, and serves as the head of the department. In the course
of carrying out these duties I was in receipt of a request from Chabad to extend the lease dated
August 23, 2007. This contained a provision, approved by the Conservancy, that said:

[T]his lease will not be extended or renewed under any circumstances
beyond the Termination date [June 23, 2008].

Therefore, in light of the explicit and unequivocal provisions of this lease, I considered it a
ministerial duty to deny the request for extension thereof, and I did so in a letter to Rabbi
Cunin dated June 12, 2008.

Rabbi Cunin took the matter to the Governor and as a result Chairperson Schafer called this
special meeting to consider Chabad’s appeal of my denial of the lease extension.

Procedural situation: A “yes” vote on the resolution overturns my decision and effectively
vitiates your action on the lease, however, it does not, in itself, grant a new lease.  That decision
must come only after compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act and a finding
of consistency pursuant to Section 33206 of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Act. 


