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Executive Director

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
Los Angeles River Center and Garden
570 West Avenue Twenty-Six

Los Angeles, California 90065

Dear Mr. Edp«'s{on:jo{/

The City of Los Angeles is hereby submitting a grant application for the Sunnynook
River Park project. This project will convert an underutilized publicly-owned easement
into a River-adjacent park, linking currently isolated uses in local neighborhoods to the
River. The City sees this project as an important step forward in implementing its
comprehensive, long-term Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan (LARRMP) and
it is on the LARRMP priority list, first endorsed by our City Council in July 2007.

The Sunnynook River Park project is intended to be a notable destination along the
River—contributing as a key node within a future seamless “River loop” that will include
the historic Glendale/Hyperion viaduct as a key feature. The park will enable safe and
enjoyable visits to the River with easy access to existing recreational and environmental
resource amenities, including: Red Car Park in Council District 13’s Atwater Village
Community, the Friendship Auditorium and Griffith Park Recreation Center in Council
District 4's Silver Lake Community, and the vibrant riparian habitat and wildlife that exist
in this soft-bottomed stretch of the River.

The Sunnynook River Park site is located upstream of the viaduct on the western bank
of the River, on an approximately 5-acre California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) easement; the proposed park use is fully-supported by Caltrans. The project
will convert an underutilized open space into a multi-benefit River-adjacent park that will
include a walking trail, water quality best management practices, new habitat
establishment, environmental education elements, and passive recreational amenities.
New tree plantings are intended to increase habitat connectivity to the River and
simultaneously act as buffers to the noise and particulate matter generated by vehicles
on nearby Interstate 5. The park will be designed as a safe and accessible destination
for residents and visitors from throughout the region.
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By helping to make the River an easily-accessible and inviting place, the project will
facilitate important community connections and will serve valuable environmental
education functions by providing information on the relationship of the River to its
communities and its central role in the history of the region’s natural and infrastructural
transformations.

With the assistance of Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy funds, the Sunnynook
River Park project can help establish this area of the River as a desirable destination for
visitors who live elsewhere so that they may experience one of the River's most natural,
scenic stretches and also see and understand that revitalization is possible. Also, this
project will demonstrate that the City can lead by example in implementing the same
River revitalization principles and practices that it is encouraging others to adopt.

Attached please find the completed application for the Sunnynook River Park project.
Please direct comments and questions concerning the application to Larry Hsu of my
staff at (213) 485-4562.

Sincerely,
Loy (ee IP00LE

Gary Lee Moore, P.E.
City Engineer

Attachment

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy grant application
Cc:

Honorable Eric Garcetti, Council President, District 13
Honorable Ed P. Reyes, Councilmember, District 1

Honorable Tom LaBonge, Councilmember, District 4
Nancy Sutley, Deputy Mayor



SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY

GRANT APPLICATION
Project Name: Amount of Request: $ 1,350,000
Sunnynook River Park Total Project Cost:  $ 1,700,000
Applicant Name: Gary Lee Moore, City Engineer Amount of Match: § 350,000
City of Los Angeles SMMC Fund p ition 84
Department of Public Works, Bureau of Engineering Source(s): roposition
Los Angeles River Project Office Source of Match: Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program
(AB471)
Applicant Address: Project Address: C.altrans casement between .thc I-5 Freeway and the
bikepath al h de of the Los Angel
1149 8. Broadway, 7th Floor River, between Glendale Bivd. and the Sunmynook
Los Angeles, CA 90015 pedestrian bridge.
County Senate District Assembly District
Los Angeles 21 43
Phone: 213 485-4935
Fax: 213 485-4923 Email: Gary.Lee.Moore@lacity.org

Grantee’s Authorized Representative:
Gary Lee Moore, P.E., City Engineer

Name and Title

(213) 485-4935

Phone

Person with day-to-day responsibility for project:

Larry Hsu, Senior Civil Engineer, Los Angeles River Project Office (213) 485-4562

Name and Title Phone

Brief Scope of Work (60 words maximum): The Sunnynook River Park project is a multi-benefit project that will create a
greenway/infiltration park in a 5-acre area along the existing bikepath on the west side of the Los Angeles River. The area will serve as a rest
area for pedestrians and cyclists, be landscaped with native-vegetation, and include picnic areas, benches, educational signage, and art.

Funding Source Applied for: SMMC/Proposition 84

Narrative/Detailed Project Description: The project will provide a pedestrian trail linkage to the Sunnynook bridge, existing bike
path and entrance gate adjacent to Glendale Blvd. The park will include interpretive signs along the path that trace the history of Los
Angeles, the importance of the ecosystem of the River, and the plans for its rehabilitation. There will also be native landscaping that will
capture urban runoff, preventing it from entering the River, and an outdoor classroom and rest areas with benches. The project is consistent
with several of Proposition 84's goals. Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 75003(e) provides that the people of the State find it necessary
and in the public interest to revitalize our communities and make them more sustainable and livable by investing in sound land use planning,
local parks and urban greening. Because the project is located in an urban and relatively park-poor area of the City, the project is
demonstrating sound land use management by developing an urban park. PRC Section 75003.5 recognizes the challenges that climate
change poses and states that we must address those challenges through careful planning and improvements in land use and water
management. By capturing urban runoff and adding native plant habitat, the project is demonstrating improvements in land use and water
management. The project is a product of a careful multi-year planning process that resulted in the Los Angeles River Revitalization Plan.
The park elements also fit within the definitions of Proposition 84 for protection, preservation, development, interpretation and restoration
(PRC Section 75005). All of the activities contemplated in this project are development and restoration for purposes of Proposition 84
because they physically improve the lands being used for the Park. The project includes visitor-serving amenities that educate and
communicate the significance and value of natural resources.

Tasks / Milestones: Budget: Start Date Completion Date
1 Pre-Design $ 51,400 07/15/08 12/15/08
2 Design § 102,800 01/16/09 12/15/09
3 Bid & Award § 25,800 12/16/09 06/14/09
4 Construction $ 1,520,000 06/15/09 04/30/10
Acquisition Projects: APN(s):

Acreage:

I certify that the information contained in this Grant Application form, including required attachments, is accurate.

Ll g foe DNEOe ¢/ /S/08

Interim Form SMM-001

“Signature of Authghized Kepresentative
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ¢ THE RESOURCES AGENCY




